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DIRECTOR’S REPORT

| trust everyone had a Happy Easter and were able to spend some quality
time with Family celebrating this holiday.

This month we have a unique clinic which | think everyone will find
fascinating. Pat McCarthy will present a Zoom clinic on “Railroad Time.”
We will find out how precision instruments turned chaos into harmony on
the rails. Pat encourages anyone with one of these beautiful timepieces to
bring it to the meeting.

Just an update on Train-A-Palooza show in Grapevine, we were able to
sign up 3 new members: 2 Rail-passes and 1 regular membership. Thanks
to Mike Ross, Ken Kaiser, and Eric Smith for their contributions to the
show. This continues to be a good venue to publicize the NMRA and the
Cowcatcher Division. The Division will participate again in 2025.

Chris Atkins has been involved with the North Texas Council of Railroad
Clubs for more than 10 years. After a long and distinguished tenure serving
the Council he is beginning to reduce his involvement. Earlier this year, |
assumed his duties as Cowcatcher Division representative to the Council.



He also managed the contracts for both train shows sponsored by the
Council, now Steve Gratke will transition into that role.

Speaking of Steve Gratke, the Division 1 webmaster, if you haven’t looked
at the new history web page on the Division’s website go to (Cowcatcher
Division History). He is constructing the history of the division and model
railroading in North Texas, and it contains comments and stories from
some of “the greats.”

Remember our next meeting is Saturday, April 13th at 10:00 am at Texas
Western Model Railroad Club. See you there!

Please bring a friend.

Dick Brannan
Director-Cowcatcher Division
LSR- NMRA

The 2024 NMRA National Convention

url: https://surfliner2024.org/


https://cowcatcherdivision.org/wp/history.html
https://cowcatcherdivision.org/wp/history.html

HERE IS A BIT OF HISTORY

This is the first page of the first ever newsletter of the Lone Star Region,
NMRA, published in May 1951. The NMRA chartered the LSR at the 1950
National Convention. The LSR organized in Dallas in April 1951.

-— —
; By
o &
The (ow-(atcher
A It Scatters the Bull Over Texas :
YOoL. 1 NO. 1 MAY 1951

LSR Meeting Sets Record

'‘FORT WORTH BY FALL’
IS REGION’S NEXT GOAL

NMRA’s brand new baby, the less-than-a-
Kear-old Lone Star Region, is off to a record-
reaking start. g

Attendance at the first regional meetipg set

““Fort Worth by fall” is the slogan of Lone Star a new high for the NMRA, Otfice Mana Bob
NMRA b h ; Bast reported this week. In a flash prepared
RAmembers who are already looking forward for distribution with the latest NMRA bulletin,

to the next Regional meeting.

Fort Worth, a western railroad center, offers a
panorama of railroad activity, both model and
prototype. Between the T&P hump yard and
CTC boerd, and the ATSF installations, the Ft.
Worth boys could offer an interesting fan trip
and not even have to leave the city limits. The
R asltoadcrs, Dallas fan c.ubi', made
such a trip to Ft. Worth not too long ago and
everyone that went over really had a big time.

L P
rCRas a

C.W.
says Fort Worth is already

railroades
ns to in-
eting there.

Smith, enthusiastic

vite the region to hold its ne>
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with any assistance that Smitty needs.

Smitty travels all over the state in his work

and should be able to do mor

region than almost any other memt

wide acquaintance with the modeller:
state and has visited with quite a few of them.
This certainly puts him in a good position te

which had already gone to press, the office
manager said:

““The Lone Star Region, which was chartered
by the Milwaukee convention, held its organi-
zation meeting in Dallas, Texas, April 15, with
a very enthusiastic attendance. The registration
figures show 116 NMRA members and 51 guests
present with 35 new NMRA members and 12 re-
newals being signed up on the spot.

““While records are not availahle, the office
manager believes this to be a record, not only
for an organization meeting but for any regular
mectlng.

““The social angle was featured by open hou-
ses at various home layouts and bus service
was provided to handle transportation to and
from the various places. A breakfast (at the
Baker Hotel) was attended by 150 persons, and
one member reported 120 persons attended the
open house at Eis own layout.

““The business meeting was highlighted by a
talk by John Page, f\]odcflﬂailroajer editor, and

the selection of an executive committee to draw ™
up a constitution and select a slate of candi-
dates to be voted upon by mail ballot. . ...

““We wish to congratulate the Lone Star Re-
gion and its organizers for a fine job well done.”

SUGGESTED EMBLEM

Roy Thomas, your execu-
tive committee member from
Abilene, has submitted this

' I i1l be ak design as a suglgestion for
insure that our next meeting will be a huge suc- our reiional emblem. We are
cess. publishing it only with the

““Every Member
Get A Member’’

thought that some of the
other members might have
some suggested design of
their own that they would
like to present.
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